Land of the Oak-Tree and the Dullard!

Enmities, the most passionate enmities, may exist in any
nation, and in his rage a man may strike his fellow dead.
But in Germany there is something much more terrible.
Everywhere but in Germany the adversaries recognize one
another on the field of battle. They recognize one another
as brother recognizes brother. . . . But in Germany we have
this frightful state of things, that this natural, living bond
between human beings is wanting. ERICH KAHLER, 1937

Two Germans of different opinion are as alien to each other
as any two creatures in God's wide world.

ERICH  KAHLER,   1937

I had always the impression that society, or at least our
German society, in its zeal for subordination, demoralizes
its rulers and its darlings, forcing them to make grievous
misuse of their superiority, so that in the end neither party
could possibly have any joy of it.          THOMAS MANN, 1939